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Å Council on Drug Abuse (CODA)

Å Registered Canadian Charity ςCharity #106988140 RR001

Å Incorporated in 1969 and founded by the pharmacy industry

Å Founders still active with organization
Å Murray Koffler, Shoppers Drug Mart & Frank Buckley, W.K. Buckley Ltd.

Å National organization based in Toronto, Ontario

o 111 Peter Street, Suite #505, Toronto, Ontario, M5V 2H1

o T  416-763-1491   F  416-763-5343

o www.drugabuse.ca

Å 2 Full-time Staff, 1 Part-time Staff, 13 Contract Educators, 56 Volunteers
ï Administrative Cost Ratio: 11.67%

ï No fundraising consultants are contracted

ï No volunteer receives any remuneration

Å The Mission of the Council on Drug Abuse (CODA) is to prevent and reduce substance abuse 
through education impacting children and youth. 

CODA, a charitable non-profit organization, delivers preventive drug education programs in schools 
for students, teachers and parents.  Each year, CODA touches the lives of thousands of students, 
teachers and parents in Canada.  To date we have reached over 1 million Canadian youth.

Organization Profile

http://www.drugabuse.ca/


Major Sponsors



Å What If?
o Drug Awareness Program for grades JK-grade 6 (ages 3-12)
o hƴƭȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ 
o Includes five stages with age appropriate stories
o Interactive & educational; deals with issues such as substance abuse/misuse & street-proofing
o Teachers receive a program binder with reinforcement lessons

Å Drugs & the Brain
o Multiple Modules: Raves & Ecstacy, Between Life & Death; The Crystal Meth Explosion, Marijuana Myths, 

Drugs & the Teen Brain  and Prescription/OTC Drug Abuse (New 2008)
o Focuses on the biological and physio-social consequences of drug abuse and misuse
o For students, parents, teachers and substance abuse professionals
o Deals with the cost of substance abuse including the emotional impact on themselves, families & friends 

and the negative impact on their academic future

Å Youth Advisory Council (YAC)
o CODA's newest initiative is the Youth Advisory Council (YAC).   Composed of regional youth representatives, 

the YAC will act as an advisory body to CODA staff, and as CODA youth representatives in their respective 
administrative regions.   As Ontario is composed of 16 administrative regions, the Youth Advisory Council 
will be composed of 16 youth advisors, one per administrative region. The YAC will serve as an advisory 
body that will assess and evaluate the relevance of CODA programming to Canadian youth, improving 
CODA's strategies and methodology. (New 2008)

Educational Programs



Å Rx/OTC

The Rx/OTC program targets youth, parents, other adults and health professionals 

(doctors, nurses, pharmacists, paramedics) in addressing the issues surrounding 

prescription and over the counter drug abuse and misuse.  The purpose of this program 

is to highlight the eminent dangers of misused and abused Rx/OTC drugs. Recipients 

will be educated on the biological and psychosocial effects of Rx/OTC abuse on both 

short and long term consequences and implications.  This is a comprehensive 

educational and awareness raising program aiming to prevent the abuse and misuse of 

Rx/OTC drugs.   The Rx/OTC program incorporates various learning tools and 

educational resources as educational videos, pamphlets and interactive activities.  

Å Front Line Health Professionals (FLHPP) (physicians, nurses, pharmacists, paramedics)

Designed to raise awareness amongst health professionals most directly working / or 

interacting with substance abuse in their varied capacities.  The FLHP educates health 

professionals as to the position and extent of substance abuse amongst youth and 

provides them with essential preventive education skills that will facilitate their work with 

their respective patients.  In addition, the FLHPP bridges the gap between health 

professionals and youth in terms of knowledge of substance abuse, prevention 

programs and the latest trends or fads amongst youth.  

Educational Programs



Å Parenting Program (PP)

Targeting parents and legal guardians, this program uses different parenting models in 

addressing substance abuse with youth.  In addition to providing parents with the 

knowledge and education surrounding substances of abuse, this program heightens 

parentsô awareness of the modeling effects of their own substance abuse or misuse on 

their children.  Another purpose of this program is to help parents identify early signs of 

substance abuse and equip them with the necessary parenting tools to prevent 

substance abuse in their families.

Å Teachers Program (TPP)

Targets teachers and school administrators in addressing the issues surrounding 

substance abuse in the classroom and what role teachers can play in preventing their 

youth from abusing drugs.  The purpose of this program is educate teachers and school 

administrators on substance abuse providing them with the necessary teaching and 

modeling skills to help prevents students from abusing drugs.  The program also 

addresses methods of building and strengthening resiliency in students and approaches 

to dealing with substance abuse in the classroom.

Programs in Development



National Youth Council Structure

REGIONALLEVEL

(Total 104 Youth &                                 
104 Educators)

PROVINCIAL / TERRITORIAL LEVEL 
(Total 13 Councils)

NATIONAL LEVEL

NationalYouth Advisory Council 

(13 Representatives)

Ontario 16 Representatives

Nova Scotia 7 Representatives

Alberta 11 Representatives

British Columbia 8 Representatives

Manitoba 8 Representatives

Quebec 17 Representatives

Saskatchewan 7 Representatives

New Brunswick 15 Representatives

Prince Edward Island 3 Representatives

Nunavut 3 Representatives

Northwestern 
Territories

5 Representatives

Yukon 1 Representative

Newfoundland and 
Labrador

3 Representatives


